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Roxanna Cozad, Student Worker (left) and Patti Arthur, Office Assistant (right) help students meet with counselors and advisors in the Counseling and Advising
Center at Parkland College. Meeting with a counselor or advisor to plan your class schedule can assure you get the most out of your time at Parkland.
Alisha Kirkley
Staff Writer
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As the semester comes to an
end, students will decide what
courses to take for the spring
semester.
Some
students
have set courses required for
their department, while others will take general education requirements while they

decide on a major. For some
students, the decision of choosing classes can be a difficult
task. Parkland College has
numerous options and people
to assist in the process.
If a student has 30 or more
college level credits, they
do not need to see an advisor before registration. Those
with fewer than 30 credits will

need to see an advisor, counselor, or faculty program advisor.
Spring course registration for continuing students
started October 31 and continued through November
6. Open registration began
November 7 and ends January
8. December 13 is the last day
for preregistered students to

Shoppers, stores go mobile
this holiday season

pay for courses. If tuition is not
paid by then, the student will
be dropped from the course.
The Counseling and Advising Center accepts walk-ins
Monday and Thursday from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Friday from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. They also
allow appointments Monday
and Thursday from 3 to 6:30

p.m. and Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Friday from 3 to 4 p.m. A
30-minute appointment can be
made up to a week in advance.
The Center for Academic
Success also provides advisors
to assist students with planning their schedules. The Center has three advisors, Larry
See GUIDE on P. 5
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Cindi Staats, a 54-year-old disabled former aerospace worker from Walnut,
California, made it her mission to catalogue the war’s toll. Her website, fallencoalition-heroes.com, is a roll call of every American fatality in Iraq.
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Mobile apps are providing tech-savvy smartphone owners with an ever-growing
arsenal of shopping tools at their fingertips this holiday season. And for those
without a smarthphone, major retailers have revamped their websites to help
shoppers compare and get the best deals.
Joan Verdon
The Record (Hackensack N.J.)
HACKENSACK, N.J. - This holiday
shopping season, retailers are trying
to get consumers into their stores by
getting inside their cellphones.
The number of major retailers with
mobile websites jumped 210 percent,
and those with a mobile app leaped
278 percent, according to a study by
consulting firm Acuity Group, which
called 2011 the year mobile took off.

Retailers are using mobile applications to answer questions about products, alert shoppers to deals and let
consumers select and pay for merchandise while walking to the store,
and then pick it up when they get there.
And more shoppers than ever used
smart phones and mobile applications
this weekend to navigate Black Friday
shopping deals.
A survey this fall by the National
See SHOP on P. 5

WASHINGTON - Think for a moment
about the emotional seesaw of someone who has lost a loved one in Iraq and
hears that the war is about to end.
At first, there is relief: Americans
will finally stop dying in a distant desert. Then an indescribable sadness,
because it comes too late.
Ami Neiberger-Miller was on a plane
to Colorado filled with soldiers on the
day before President Barack Obama’s
October announcement that all remaining troops would leave Iraq by the end
of the year.
They were familiar company. She
works for the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, known as TAPS,
which aids the families of fallen members of the military.
The troops were on their way back
from the war. They were dusty and
tired. A homecoming with family and

friends awaited them at the gate.
As they exited the plane, the other
passengers and crew applauded. Quietly, Neiberger-Miller began to weep.
“Do you know someone in the military?” the passenger in the adjacent
seat said gently.
She nodded. Her younger brother,
Army Spec. Christopher Neiberger,
was killed in 2007 by a roadside bomb,
three days before his 22nd birthday.
“Our homecoming was a casket,” she
said.
The war began on the night of March
19, 2003. It was just past 9:30 in Washington, near dawn in Baghdad.
Millions watched it unfold. It was
supposed to be quick, surgical and decisive.
“This will not be a campaign of half
measures and we will accept no outcome but victory,” President George W.
Bush told the nation that night as the
See WAR on P. 5
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Veterans returning to college face unique challenges
Phillip O’Connor
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
ST. LOUIS - Army veteran
Ben Miller remembers the isolation he felt when he enrolled
at the University of MissouriSt. Louis in the fall of 2009.
“I would show up on campus, talk to absolutely no one
and go home,” said Miller, 27,
who did three tours in Iraq as
a counterintelligence specialist. “I didn’t feel like I really
belonged.”
With wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan winding down
and enhancements to the GI
Bill, colleges and universities
are expecting a surge in veteran enrollment unseen since
World War II.
But some academics and veterans’ advocates are warning
that many colleges are unprepared to deal with the unique
needs of former service members. Many veterans face a difficult transition to civilian life,
ranging from readjustment
issues to recovery from physical and mental injuries. And
they say without special attention, many will fail to graduate.
“If colleges are not prepared
to help transition soldiers from
combat you do run the risk of
losing an entire generation,”
said Tom Tarantino of the Iraq
and Afghanistan Veterans of
America. “The GI Bill isn’t a
thank you for your service.
What it really is is a readjustment benefit. It is giving them
the opportunity to do something that is constructive for
their mind and their body,that
gives them a mission and
allows them to move forward
in life. It’s a backstop so you’re
not walking right off the plane
from combat in to the civilian
world. It was designed to be a
soft landing.”
Studies show that some
strategies work to keep vet-

Laurie Skrivan/St. Louis Post-Dispatch/MCT

A small group of people attend a flag-raising ceremony on Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2011, on the North Campus of the University of Missouri St. Louis.
erans in school. They include
specialized orientation programs, helping veterans connect with one another, training
faculty and staff on challenges
veterans face and offering
more counseling and financial aid. But surveys show that
many schools are lacking in
such efforts.
At UMSL, the number of students enrolled on the GI Bill
from 2000 to 2009 fluctuated
between 180 and 200 depending on deployments. Since
2009, when eligible veterans

were provided significantly
more for tuition, housing and
books, that number has risen
to 270 and the school expects
it to go up even more.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch
recently met with four veterans attending UMSL on the GI
Bill. Their experiences mirrored those facing many service members entering the
college ranks.
All said they had felt isolated, and had difficulty adjusting to the campus culture and
trouble relating to younger
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students.
Three said they were bored
with college life.
“It’s the mundaneness of
it,” said Scott Ury, a nursing student who traveled the
world and did two Iraq tours
as a security officer during six
years in the Air Force.
All four said they missed the
action and camaraderie of the
military and had considered
returning.
“You were part of a group,
where the big brother was
looking out for the little
brother,” said Patrick Barry,
25, who grew up in Kirkwood,
Mo., graduated from Christian
Brothers College high school
and did two tours in Iraq as a
Marine combat engineer. In
addition to a full course load,
Barry also works full time as
a truck dispatcher. At UMSL,
he joined a fraternity. Even
so, like the other veterans, he
said he’s had trouble making
connections with younger students, who he sees as less disciplined and unable to relate to
his experiences.
“A lot of times I feel alone,”
he said.
Miller said that was part
of the reason why he helped
establish a veterans student
organization at UMSL.
“It’s a great support network,” said Miller, who is

studying business. “It gave
me the friends I do have in St.
Louis.”
A campus veterans’ organization or office that helps
service members feel more
engaged in student life is one
key indicator of whether they
will be academically successful, said Kathy Snead, director
of Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges, a governmentfunded
organization
that
helps veterans complete their
degrees.
“Working as a group they
help push each other,” Snead
said. “That support group
keeps them in school.”
The UMSL veterans’ headquarters in the Millennium
Student Center is a single desk
decorated on a recent day with
a small American flag.
Ury, who arrived at UMSL
in 2009, said he could sometimes pick out the other veterans walking on campus but
never introduced himself. He
stopped by the veterans desk
a few weeks ago after learning the group was planning a
Veterans Day commemoration. Now, he stops every day.
He said his wife told him he’s
seemed much happier since.
“I sit in the chair and hope
somebody walks by,” Ury said.
“For me, being around other
vets who have experienced

the same thing is comforting
or calming. You don’t have
to worry about what they’re
thinking. If I’m sitting around
a college student I’m worried
about whether what I’m doing,
thinking saying is different,
normal.”
“We understand each other,”
Miller said.
“We all know we’ve been
through something,” Barry
said.
Navy veteran Joe Gomez
recalled his first daunting days
of college, crisscrossing campus to sign up for class, line up
his financial aid and attend to
details that are part of enrollment.
“Sometimes it’s frustrating
when you get out of the service and don’t know how to
do these things,” said Gomez,
27, who spent six years learning about ballistic missiles as a
submariner, but received only
a week of Navy training to prepare him for his return to the
civilian world.
As head of UMSL’s veterans
student organization, Gomez,
a political science major from
Pacific High School, is pushing for an on-campus veterans’ center and college credit
for military training.
“We realize the problems
See VETS on P. 5
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In an effort to increase communication we will be running
this article every other week
for the remainder of the academic year. We encourage students to send in questions to
stugo@parkland.edu. We will
pick 2-3 questions to respond
to for each article. For more
information on current issues
go to my.parkland and visit
our new Student Government
tab located to the right of the
Prospectus News and Cobra
News tabs.
Dear Mr. President: Who is
in charge of the current food
service at Parkland?
Dear interested student:
The food service provider at
Parkland is Chartwells. The
site manager for Chartwells
is Spencer Nelson. Spencer is
new to campus this semester
and is eager to hear from students and respond to their concerns. The best way to reach
Spencer is via his email Spencer.Nelson2@compass-usa.
com. Please address all suggestions, concerns, and compliments directly to him. For

more information on the future
of the food service you can
visit our tab on my.parkland.
Dear Mr. President: What
is Student Government anyways?
Dear interested student: Student Government represents
the student body throughout
the college to faculty, administrators, and the board of
trustees. We also allocate the
student activity fee, oversee
clubs/organizations, and serve
on campus committees among
other things. There is a president, trustee, vice president,
secretary, treasurer, senior
senator, and nine additional
senators. We meet weekly and
are very active. Email us or
come by our office in X159,
there is usually someone there.
Elections are held in the spring
and vacancies are filled in September elections. We are here
to serve our fellow students.
Dear Mr. President: What
is the FIRST proposal I have
heard about?
Dear interested student:
Thank you for the opportunity
to address this here. FIRST
stands for “Fee Increase Revitalizing Student Thrill.” This
proposal unanimously passed
through the Student Senate

November 17th. It calls for
the student activity fee to be
raised from its current level of
$1.25 to $1.75 per credit hour.
This fee funds student life
which includes the following:
clubs/organizations, Student
Government, college activities, peer mentoring and tutoring, Prospectus News, etc.
Anytime you see something
going on in the college center,
flag lounge, or gallery lounge it
is more than likely funded via
this fee. We strongly believe
what totals up to a $6 increase
per semester for a full time
student is offset by the benefits. The free food and drinks
alone that will be offered with
higher frequency at events in
the college center will likely
pay back your monetary cost.
The fee was last raised in 1990
and inflation has been 73.2%
since then when utilizing the
Consumer Price Index. That
means what cost $1 then cost
$1.73 now. As you can imagine student life has suffered
because we can’t afford to
do the things students want
and expect. We need this fee
updated now to make Parkland
a more exciting place to go to
college.
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Students prepare for return to seasonal work
Jacob Kuppler
Staff Writer

ceeding in both areas. “I think it’s a good
idea if it is a part time job, but not if it conflicts with your courses and study time,”
Jones said.
In general, most students seem to have
a positive opinion of picking up seasonal
work. The obvious benefits of extra work—
and more money—go without saying. Additionally, seasonal positions almost always
necessitate the seasonal workers doing
overtime to keep up with increased spending on the part of the American public. Tim
Canavan, who holds both a part time position with the Parkland Industrial Program
and also works on his father’s farmland, is
one of those students. In reference to his
position with the Parkland Industrial Program, Canavan had this to say, “Its hands
on work experience, and I enjoy working
with my hands.” Ray Terry, another student
at Parkland who works as a painter, shared
similar sentiments. “I’m a student worker,
so obviously I think it’s a good idea,” Terry
said. “Everyone could use a few extra
bucks over the Holiday season, especially
students.”
One can hardly argue with Terry’s simple logic. However, not everyone who participates in seasonal work has a high opinion of every seasonal job field. Parkland’s
very own Iquisa, who has worked her fair
share of seasonal jobs, had this to say of the
Holiday season she spent working for UPS,
“I hated it…I couldn’t even afford Pamper’s for my baby.” To be fair, Iquisa, who
has over fifteen years in the medical field,
referred to another Christmas she spent
working at Sears as, “A work out I will
never forget, but it was fun.”
By the time this article hits the stands,
much of the seasonal hiring will have been
completed. Still, just as winter is sure to
come, so it is sure to pass. With the spring
will arise another increase in hiring for
most every corporate enterprise, just as
surely as the weather will get better.

Apart from the weather becoming harsher,
consumer spending invariably increases in
tandem with the holiday season. With this
increase comes the need for additional entry
level employees as various employers all
across the nation put on seasonal sales as
reliably as the change of the seasons. These
foot-soldiers of industry of course work
mostly in the retail field. However, according
to a source at an employment agency which
wishes to remain nameless, there is also in
increase in the number of delivery drivers
required to keep the wheels of the food industry turning. This is a direct result of the worsening weather, as more people stay at home
ordering meals and less people desire to work
in the delivery field during winter.
Unfortunately, most of the big retail outlets, such as Wal-Mart and Kohl’s, have
already done their hiring for the Holiday
season. Some of these positions are of course
taken by students, but other groups amongst
America’s workforce, such as stay-at-homemoms also step up to seize such economic
opportunities. According to the aforementioned contact at an anonymous employment
agency, the next big push in jobs opening up
won’t occur until the spring time. “I would
like a seasonal job, but I just can’t find one,”
Andre Jones, a student at Parkland College,
said. “I feel like I would be doing better in
school right now if I didn’t have a seasonal
job. I would like a seasonal job over the Holidays though.”
David, another Parkland student, had this to
say of his year round delivery job for Jimmy
John’s, which is steeply effected by the presence of University of Illinois students, “I love
my job. When it picks up, ‘I’m going to make
a lot of money,’ and when it slows down I can
sit back and enjoy my shift.”
While many Parkland students work full
time and have full class schedules, there are
those who simply cannot afford to divide
their time between the two efforts while suc-

Illustration by David Steinlicht/MCT

An close look at the Kindle and Nook
Buster Bytes
Tech Columnist

With the shopping season
already underway, it’s the perfect time to decide which tablet
computer you’re going to ask
Santa to bring you for Christmas. For those whose “Santa”
is not likely to shell out the five
hundred dollars or more for
an iPad or one of it’s Android
competitors, there’s good
news. Just in time for the season, both Amazon’s Kindle and
Barnes and Noble’s Nook have
decided to step it up from their
e-reader format to offer budget tablet alternatives. While
they may lack some of the
functionality of their higherpriced competitors, both still
manage to offer almost everything you’re looking for in a
tablet. And with more textbooks becoming available
in e-book version they could
save your back from having to
carry all those heavy books to
class.
To start, here’s what’s missing from these lower priced
tablets: 3G, bluetooth, GPS services and a camera. They’re
also a little smaller than a full
sized tablet, having 7-inch
screens, and limited or no
access to the Android Market.
Amazon’s tablet, the Kindle Fire, comes with a 1 Ghz
dual core processor 512 MB
of RAM. That’s about the same
as many of the better new
smart phones these days, but
a 7-inch touch screen boasting 169 pixel per inch resolution of up to 16.2 million colors
will make for a much bigger
game of Angry Birds. The
storage capacity of the Fire is
a bit limited, at only 8 GB, but
Amazon’s cloud services make
storage less of an issue when
connected to Wi-Fi. If you want
to store movies and music for

Courtesy of Amazon.com and MCT
offline usage, though, it will fill
up fast. It supports AAC, OGG,
WAV, MP3, and MIDI sound
formats; AZW, PRC, PDF, TXT,
DOC and DOCX text files; and
images formatted as PNG,
JPEG, BMP and GIF. The battery lasts up to 8 hours of reading, or 7.5 hours of watching
videos offline, and recharge
completely in 4 hours.
The Fire comes with it’s
own proprietary Amazon Silk
web browser and weighs less
than a pound. Although it runs
Android, it has no access to
the Android Market. Amazon does have their own Market, though, adding more apps
every day. Amazon includes a

one month free subscription
to their Prime service which
includes free streaming movies and books plus free two day
delivery for qualifying Amazon purchases, but costs $79
a year after that. Students are
able to sign up for Prime for a
year for free. The Fire retails
for $199.
Barnes and Nobles’ offering, the Nook, runs the same
1 Ghz dual core processor
as the Fire, but comes with a
full gigabyte of RAM, which
means faster loading apps
and better streaming video. In
addition to double the RAM,
the Nook also has double the
storage space, with 16 GB and

includes a micro SD slot for up
to 32 GB of additional storage.
This means up to six times as
much room for music photos
and videos, but videos must be
uploaded via USB connection
to a PC. Videos loaded via USB
are supported with up to 1080p
resolution. The Nook also
comes with apps for streaming Pandora as well as Netflix
(at a resolution of 720p) and
Hulu for existing subscribers
via Wi-Fi.
The web browser is Flash
capable and the Nook offers
limited access to Google’s
Android Market as well as
over 2.5 million books online.
EPUB and PDF formatted files

can be loaded directly from
PC, and the Nook also supports
XLS, DOC, PPT, TXT, DOCM,
XLSM, PPTM, PPSX, PPSM,
DOCX, XLX, and PPTX documents. It also plays MP3, MP4,
AAC, AMR, WAV and OGG
files. The batteries last up to
11.5 hours reading, nine hours
watching videos, and recharge
in three hours. It weighs less
than a pound and is selling for
$249.
While neither tablet offers
quite as many apps or games as
the iPad or full priced Android
tablets, for students wishing
to keep track of class schedules, access ANGEL, carry
thousands of books or watch

the latest episode of “House”
between classes, either tablet
would make a great gift.

Have a tech
question?
Ask
Buster Bytes!
busterbytesprospectus@gmail.com
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Weird weather and the new climate reality
Manish Bapna and
Vinod Thomas
MCT
Polling stations in Connecticut were commandeered to
shelter residents still without power eight days after
a freak October snowstorm.
Two months earlier, residents
of Bastrop County, Texas, lost
a record 476 homes to a single wildfire. And corn farmers in Mississippi County, Mo.,
are still picking up the pieces
after their land disappeared
under the raging Mississippi
River in May.
The human toll from a year
of extraordinary weather is
high and getting higher. It is
no longer just in distant places
like Brazil, Somalia or Thailand that extreme events are
wreaking havoc on people’s
lives and livelihoods. It is right
here in the United States. Communities across the country
have endured severe storms,
record-breaking
temperatures, droughts and flooding in what appears an alarming
upward trend in the frequency
and intensity of extreme
weather. NOAA has already
tallied 10 disasters through
August 2011 each caused more
than a billion dollars worth of
damage.
So what is going on? Public and media attention has
focused mainly on the destruction and hardship triggered by
these disasters, rather than
their causes. Yet scientific evidence increasingly points to a
link between climate change
and extreme weather trends.
In other words, these may
not be just random weather

events. Greenhouse
gases
from
human
activities
are
likely partly to
blame.
In the latest
authoritative
report making
this connection,
the
International Panel on
Climate Change
recently
warned that a
warmer world
will likely bring
more
heavy
rainfall,
heat
waves
and
breaking temperatures. The
findings echo
those of a 2009
assessment by
the U.S. Climate
Change
Science Program
(sponsored by
13 federal government agencies), which pointed to climate change as a likely culprit
in warmer nights, heat waves
and heavy downpours.
The report also predicted
that drought in the American
Southwest is likely to worsen,
with severe implications for
wildfires and water supplies.
Earlier this year the U.S.
National Academy of Sciences
added its voice to the chorus
of warnings when it reported
similar findings.
Nor can the alarming proliferation of extreme events
in 2010 and 2011 be dismissed
as out of the ordinary. Over
the past 50 years every single U.S. state has experienced

Illustration by Rick Nease/MCT
an increase in heavy rain and
snowfall, ranging from 9 percent in the Southwest to 67
percent in the Northeast. And
that pattern is mirrored worldwide, with major floods and
hurricanes rising sharply for
the past half century.
The implications are clear:
the more climate change takes
hold, the more extreme our
weather will likely become.
And the costs are high.
Drought-related losses to
property, farmland and livestock in Texas have topped $9
billion. In Connecticut, FEMA
is doling out emergency aid
to snowstorm-battered areas
that received its help just two
months ago - after Hurricane

Irene. NOAA estimates that
the 10 major weather and climate disasters through August
2011 cost $45 billion in damages to homes, land, agriculture and infrastructure. And
that doesn’t count October’s
destructive snowstorm, which
could cost more than $3 billion.
In the midst of an economic
slump and stubbornly high
unemployment, it is tempting to see action on climate
change as a luxury that must
wait until our economic house
is put back in order - both in
the United States and in other
major economies. But this
is inverted logic. With every
new extreme event, and climate science report, the cost

of delaying action on climate
change becomes clearer.
Congress and the presidential candidates must face the
climate reality. Both Washington and governments worldwide owe their citizens a
clearer plan of action to reduce
the greenhouse gas emissions
fuelling rising global temperatures. The politics of climate
change may have changed, but
the facts haven’t. It is time to
listen to the scientists, heed
the evidence all around us, and
take concrete action now.
--(c) 2011, McClatchy-Tribune
Information Services

The high price of data breaches
James Cole
MCT
As consumers, we transmit valuable
personal information to the companies
with which we do business. In doing so,
we trust that information will remain
secure. Over the past year, however, we
have learned of a number of instances
in which vast quantities of personal
data have been compromised. Last
spring, for instance, breaches at Sony
Corp. affected more than 100 million
customers, putting their credit card
numbers, email addresses and passwords at risk. Another recent breach
exposed email addresses of customers of companies such as Best Buy,
Citibank, Disney, JPMorgan Chase, the
Home Shopping Network, Hilton, Marriott and the College Board.
Although we often think of credit
card numbers as being among the most
sensitive personal information, disclosure of email addresses and passwords
can in some cases allow identity thieves
to do us more harm. Because many people use the same passwords for different accounts - an inadvisable but com-

mon practice - knowledge of
an email address and password for one account may
give an identity thief access
to other accounts, to social
network profiles, or even
to the contents of email
accounts. With one breach,
identity thieves may gain
access to nearly all sensitive information that a person stores electronically.
When companies disclose
breaches of personal data,
as Sony did, consumers can
take steps to reduce the damage caused by the breach.
They can strengthen passwords, change credit card
numbers, put fraud alerts
on their credit reports, and
keep a close watch on their
bank accounts. A 2006 study
commissioned by the Federal Trade Commission
found that the earlier consumers discovered the identity theft, the less time it took
to resolve the crime, and
the less money
thieves
were
able to steal.
Early notification can mean
the difference
between a few
hours of effort
or months of
stress
and
worry for identity theft
victims.
Prompt notification also
enables law enforcement
officials to more swiftly
and effectively investigate and prosecute the
perpetrators of the identity theft. Last year, law
enforcement officials successfully prosecuted an
individual who stole more
than 90 million credit and
debit card numbers by
hacking the payment systems of several U.S. retailers. He was sentenced to 20
years in prison - the lengthiest sentence imposed in
the United States for identity theft. Such successful prosecutions not only
provide justice to victims,
but also may deter wouldbe identity thieves from
stealing personal data in
the future.
Forty-seven states have
laws that require companies to notify consumers

Illustration by Dennis Lowe/MCT
in the event of a breach of their personal information. These laws have
helped consumers mitigate the risks of
identity theft and have created incentives for companies to improve their
cybersecurity. But this patchwork of
state laws is not enough. Not all states
require data breach notification, and
the existence of multiple standards
makes compliance unnecessarily difficult and more costly for companies.
In May, the administration proposed
a broad-ranging cybersecurity bill that
would address this problem by imposing a single notification standard for
companies nationwide. The bill would
require companies to provide timely
notice to their customers when their
personal information is compromised.
The bill also would require companies
to report data breaches to the federal
government to help law enforcement
go after identity thieves before the digital evidence disappears. And the bill
would authorize enforcement by the
Federal Trade Commission and state
attorneys general, giving companies
real incentive to comply.
There is strong bipartisan consensus
in Congress for cybersecurity reform.

A Republican task force in the House
published a report last month on the
pressing need to improve cybersecurity. The Senate also has been working hard to move forward with cybersecurity reform. During a mid-October
meeting with leaders from the administration, a bipartisan group of senators agreed to work together to pass a
cybersecurity bill as quickly as possible.
We need Congress to act promptly.
The Privacy Rights Clearinghouse
has been tracking data breaches since
2005 and now lists more than 540 million records of personal information
breached. Congress should require
companies to comply with a national
data breach notification requirement
and hold them accountable to consumers and the marketplace. When
breaches occur that put personal information at risk, notification helps protect consumers and punish identity
thieves who undermine society’s trust
in cyberspace and put our economic
prosperity at risk.
--(c) 2011, McClatchy-Tribune Information Services
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WAR
continued from page 1

bombs began to fall.
But it became a slog; messier than anticipated, more
costly in lives and treasure.
If an iconic image of the Vietnam War is people lining up for
an evacuation helicopter atop
a building near the American
Embassy as Saigon fell, for
Iraq, among many images, it
might be the disturbing photograph of a prisoner at the U.S.run Abu Ghraib prison.
He was standing on a box
in a twisted pose of crucifixion, arms outstretched, feet
together. His head was covered in a dark pointed hood.
His only clothing appeared to
be a blanket, which hung from
his shoulders. Electric wires
were attached to his fingers.
It had an air of menace, like
something out of a Wes Craven
horror film, but also despair.
You could not look away.
Somehow, it seemed that our
moorings had shifted.
“It’s not the defeat we got
in Vietnam,” said Larry Diamond, a Stanford University
professor and former senior
adviser to the Coalition Provisional Authority, which the
allies created to rule the country after the invasion. “There
were real achievements in
Iraq, but at considerable costs
and considerable skepticism
on the part of the American
public as to whether it was
worth it.”
That question could haunt
us for some time. Iraq has a
fledgling democracy, but it’s
still torn by religious and tribal
strife. It’s taken nearly nine
years and the price has been
high: almost 4,500 Americans
dead and a nearly $1 trillion
unpaid bill.
The Bush administration’s
original projection was $60 billion, tops.
Meanwhile, the fighting in
Afghanistan continues.
But Iraq, because it inexplicably shifted our purpose and the world’s support - away
from avenging the 9/11 terrorist attacks, helped to usher in a
period of political unease and
mistrust.
And as the economy soured,
anxiety grew. Being declared a
hero by a patriotic public and
smiling political leaders could
provide little comfort.
“I come to the food pantry
because I don’t receive food
stamps and my husband just
got back from a tour overseas
and is having trouble finding
work,” a woman in line at a
Kansas City mobile food pantry said in a note to the organizers. “And, the pantry helps so
much in feeding our children.”
She wrote it on the back of a
paper plate.
Now, as the 2012 presiden-

VETS
continued from page 2

and being the trouble shooters
we are, we’re trying to fix our
own problems,” Gomez said.
He would also like to see
attendance policies relaxed,
noting that many student veterans have work, family and
other obligations.
“College is a service. It’s a
business transaction. I’m paying you thousands of dollars
to sit in your classroom. As
long as I’m performing and
doing the things I need to do ...
you shouldn’t be able to dock
points because I didn’t show up
to class.”
If veterans were an afterthought at UMSL, they’ve
become a priority in recent
months, mostly because of the
concerns raised by the students, said Ron Yasbin, dean
of UMSL’s College of Arts and
Sciences.
“This is a new realization for
us,” he said. “Maybe we were
slow to the table. Clearly, we’re
committed to it now.”
Among the improvements
pledged is the hiring by spring
of a veteran liaison who will
serve as a single point of contact and eliminate the “human
ping-pong ball,” experience
vets go through when enrolling for classes. The liaison
also will serve as a resource
for former service members,
Yasbin said.
“Most of the time we think of
veterans as more mature, but
they have different needs,”

tial election looms, a long war
of ambiguous purpose and
results has led to wariness
about more foreign entanglements.
“Any president is really
going to think twice about one
of these foreign adventures,”
said novelist Ward Just, whose
stories can seem wistful for
a time of more political clarity. “It would not be enough to
say, if we don’t go into Afghanistan the Taliban is going to run
things. My guess is the next
time that happens, some people might be entitled to say:
‘So what?’ “
The war has touched every
part of America, from sprawling cities to remote prairie
towns, where a single death
can reverberate like the rumble of distant thunder.
But unlike the Vietnam War,
which played in America’s living rooms every night, Iraq
was a bewildering, faraway
drama. For a lot of Americans
without a personal investment,
it was simply background
noise.
“You won’t find anybody
who says they aren’t supportive of the soldiers, unlike with
Vietnam,” said Cindi Staats,
whose website, fallen-coalition-heroes.com, is a roll call of
every American fatality. “But
when this war was just raging we’d have several dying
a week, and no one seemed
to really know unless it was a
local soldier and it was local
news. For people to really care,
you have to get them involved.
We didn’t have any of that.”
Staats is a 54-year-old disabled
former
aerospace
worker from Walnut, Calif.,
who early on made it her mission to catalogue the war’s toll.
She built a website, got official
casualty reports and searched
for photographs. She scoured
the Internet and hometown
newspapers, and reached out
to families.
Her tally is so exhaustive
that The New York Times
and PBS rely on her for their
own periodic chronicles of the
fatalities.
The weight of personal sacrifice that she - without fanfare
- enumerates, the permanent
emptiness that each of those
nearly 4,500 deaths has left,
can take your breath away.
Another 32,000 men and
women were wounded in Iraq.
Many face a lifetime of struggle.
Of the 28 Marines that
retired, Marine Lt. Gen. Gregory Newbold, the Pentagon’s
top operations officer during the planning for the war,
spoke to McClatchy during a
recent visit to Bethesda Naval
Hospital: “26 had traumatic
amputations, all but two had
more than one amputation,” he
said. “Arms, legs, eyes. That’s
pretty tough.”

Newbold, who left the service, in part, over his opposition to the invasion, regularly
visits the wounded at the hospital.
Other vets bear less visible
scars. Traumatic brain injury
and post-traumatic stress disorder became signature injuries of the war. Suicides among
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan spiked.
At least 200 try to kill themselves every month, according
to estimates from the Department of Veterans Affairs. Less
than 10 are successful. But
those are just the ones the VA
knows about.
Since 2009, the agency’s crisis line - 1-800-273-8255 - has
received more than half a million calls.
“I think it’s hard to say
when a war is good thing,”
said Peter Richert, who was 22
and a member of the Kansas
National Guard in 2007 when
his leg got blown apart by a
roadside bomb.
His unit was mostly from
small-town Kansas. Richert
was from Hillsboro, population 2,993. It was a close-knit
group. In the attack, his sergeant was in the Humvee with
him and was killed.
“I think (the war) was necessary,” he said. “I truly
believe that, being around the
local people and seeing how
oppressed they were. They
became a people who couldn’t
fight for themselves. I know
there’s more to it, but it was
definitely worth it.”
At the beginning, most
Americans thought so, too.
Nearly three-quarters of the
public approved of the war in
April 2003, according to a Pew
Research Center survey; now,
less than half do.
Iraq became “far more
murky,” said Brian Turner, a
sergeant with the 2nd Infantry’s 3rd Stryker Brigade.
“There are no front lines. You
don’t know who might want
to kill you. Psychologically, it
has an effect. There’s a whole
nation you’re living inside
of and part of the population
would rather kill you. Another
part just wants you out.”
Now the war is in its final
days. Staats prays that she
won’t have to add any lastminute names to her website.
It already contains heartache
enough.
She will always remember
one in particular, though. His
name was Jeffrey Braun, a
private first class from Stafford, Conn. He died Dec. 12,
2003, from a non-hostile gunshot wound. He was 19.
“He looked like he was 12,”
she said, “like he was still in
middle school and should have
never been uniform.”
--(c)2011 the McClatchy
Washington Bureau

Yasbin said. “They are coming
from a regimented environment to a college environment
where we might not offer as
much direction.”
Yasbin said that many services already exist on campus to keep veterans from falling behind. But coming from
a culture where they’ve been
taught to adapt and overcome,
many veterans are reluctant to
seek help.
Yasbin thinks the university
will soon approve awarding
honorably discharged veterans three credit hours in leadership.
And a course is being discussed that would help veterans adjust to the classroom,
learn about programs and
assistance, and share their
experiences with other students.
“They’re going to have seen
things our traditional students
have never seen,” Yasbin said.
“Buddies blown up on roads,
the treatment of women in
Afghanistan. I think they can
add a lot to our learning experience.”
But on some issues, like
class attendance, Yasbin isn’t
willing to compromise.
“We’re not Walmart. Education is more than reading
a book and answering questions. We’re looking for the
total experience. To us, this
is a sacred trust that you are
entrusting your education to
us,” Yasbin said.
All the veterans admit to
being conflicted about the role
their military service should

play in their education. While
they don’t want to be singled
out, they also don’t want to be
lumped in.
“I don’t need to be recognized for being in the military. You don’t have to look at
me and say, “he’s a veteran,’
and I don’t need special preference,” Ury said. “But in the
same breath, I am appreciative of teachers who say, ‘yeah
this is a veteran and they are
not a traditional student and
they require special attention.’
Academically we’re different,
financially we’re different, in
so many ways, we’re different.”
Not all teachers recognize
that, they say.
“They view us as we’re students and that’s it,” Gomez
said. “Whether you’re 18 and
fresh out of high school or
have several years of military
service were kind of lumped
together in the student body.”
During his time at UMSL,
Ury said his military experience has come up only once
in the classroom. During orientation for a microbiology
class, the teacher asked any
veterans in the lecture hall to
stand. A few rose. The teacher
thanked them for their service.
His classmates applauded.
“That felt great,” Ury said. “I
don’t expect that sort of treatment, but at the same time, it
was nice.”
--(c)2011 the St. Louis PostDispatch

SHOP
continued from page 1

Retail Federation found that
half of the consumers who own
cellphones will use them while
doing their holiday shopping
this year. Most will be using
them to search out information
about products while in stores,
and 16 percent of phone owners said they will use them to
make purchases.
“Mobile
has
definitely
arrived,” said Tom Nawara,
vice president, digital strategy
and design for Chicago-based
Acuity Group. “The retailers
understand that it is definitely
a channel or a touch point that
consumers not only want but
now need. A lot of consumers expect the retailers that
they are working with to have
a mobile presence.” And if the
retailers don’t, he said, those
consumers will go elsewhere.
Wayne, N.J.-based retailer
Toys “R” Us last week said
it had added several mobile
applications this year, including features that search store
inventory to see if a product
is in stock or check a child’s
Christmas wish list. Shoppers
who use their phone to check
in at a store via the FourSquare
website will get location-specific coupons.
Toys “R” Us also has created a mobile messaging system that allows shoppers with
any phone capable of accepting text messages to sign up
for messages about deals. J.C.
Penney and other retailers
have similar systems.
Executives at Toys “R” Us
say mobile commerce is their
fastest-growing sales channel.
And the rest of the retail world
is jumping on the mobile bandwagon as well, in ways that are
expected to quickly change the
way America shops.
Trade publication Internet

GUIDE
continued from page 1

Taylor, Jan Thom, and Tanino
Minneci, and is open from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.
It’s generally a good idea
for students to come prepared
for their meeting with an advisor. It’s best to have in mind
the number of hours desired,
whether morning or evening
classes are preferred, and
if possible, an idea of what
classes you would like to take.
Asking other students about
professors is a good way to discover who would be right for
you.
Before you are cleared to register for your courses, you can
log on to you’re my.Parkland
account and search for classes
and class times, as well as the
professors that teach them.
To do this, you would log on
to https://my.parkland.edu and
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Retailer says Americans this
year will use mobile devices
to spend $5.4 billion at the
300 largest U.S. retailers that
accept mobile payments, more
than twice the amount spent
last year.
Retailers such as Best Buy
and Lowe’s also have equipped
their salesclerks with smart
phones they can use to help
shoppers find sold-out items in
other stores or check prices.
More shoppers are using
their phones to get information about a product, rather
than to purchase that item,
Nawara said. Most transactions, he said, are still occurring the traditional way - in
stores and at the cash register.
“Most people are using those
phones for things like comparison shopping, getting lastminute details about a product or checking ratings and
reviews,” he said. If the retailer’s mobile application can
grab them in a new and unique
way, he said, they increase
their odds of making a sale.
Multichannel
shoppers
- those who use online and
mobile sites in addition to
shopping at traditional stores
- spend $5 for every $1 spent
by the single-channel, or storeonly shopper, Nawara said.
Just as consumers are using
their phones to get more information about products and
prices, retailers are hoping to
use smart-phone technology to
learn more about shoppers and
what makes them spend.
Retailers also plan to interact with passing shoppers via
their phones, pushing coupon
offers and buying suggestions
in the form of mobile messages.
Hope Fulgham of Highlands,
N.J., is chief marketing officer of Manhattan-based E&M
Advertising, which is working
with a number of retailers and
consumer products manufac-

turers to create virtual storefronts that can be accessed
via phone, and to build mobile
marketing campaigns.
Shoppers with Bluetoothenabled smart phones will
find their phones buzzing with
offers and coupons at the times
when they are most likely to
take advantage of those offers
- when they are in or near the
store making the offer.
“As you pass the store, we’re
going to push content to your
phone to get you enticed,”
Fulgham said. “And once you
get into the store, I’m going to
be able to track your pattern
of exactly where you’re going
and where you’re stopping,”
she said. A shopper standing in
front of a rack of sweaters, for
example, could get a coupon
for those particular sweaters.
Shoppers who opt in for further interaction - for example,
who respond affirmatively to
a text asking if they want to
be a VIP shopper - could get
more detailed messages, such
as a note suggesting that the
sweater would go great with
the pants they bought last
week, as well as a $10-off coupon.
Such interaction would benefit retailers and consumers,
Fulgham said. “The retailer is
winning because we’re being
able to track your behavioral patterns,” she said “But
the consumer is really winning because you’re catching
me when you know I’m ready
to buy. You’re giving me, for
once, coupons that I am going
to use because I am ready to
buy this product. I’m in the
store. I’m standing in front of
the product. I also am gaining
information about the product,” she said.
--(c)2011 The Record (Hackensack, N.J.)

click on “Registration” under
the WebAdvisor tab to the left.
Be sure you know the subject,
course and section numbers
before using express registration.
If you don’t yet have all this
information, using “search/
register for sections” will be
the most useful option. You
can even conduct an advanced
search, which allows you to
specify the time of the day,
days of the week, course title
keywords, location, academic
level or instructor’s last name.
Still unsure on how to get
registered or navigate your
way around your my.Parkland
account? Once you’ve clicked
the “Search/Register for Sections” link, on the left below the
main menu is a helpful links
menu. Clicking on “Registering for Classes” will direct you
to a step-by-step picture guide
to assist you.
For students who receive

financial aid, it is a good idea to
check on the status of awards
or loans. The status of financial aid can be checked two
ways, either by going to the
Financial Aid office in the
A-Wing, or by going online to
your my.Parkland account. To
check your status online, once
you log in, click on the “Financial Aid” link under WebAdvisor, which will open a submenu with numerous links
below to check on your award
letter, financial aid status by
term or year and accept/reject
your financial aid awards.
Spring classes start on January 9, so be sure to prepare
before then. Remember to pay
tuition by December 13, check
on your financial aid status
and purchase your textbooks.
Getting registered for classes
can be difficult, but using the
resources provided by Parkland can make the process just
a little bit easier.

Notice to Students and Faculty Regarding
FINAL EXAMINATIONS
A final exam is expected in each credit course at Parkland College. Final exams for
all full-semester and second-half-semester courses will be given during final exam week
(December 12 - 16) according to the official published schedule. These final exams are not
to be given early (during regular class periods). Final exams for all other courses (those
ending earlier) will be given at the last regularly scheduled class meeting.
All requests from faculty to alter scheduled final exam times or dates must be reviewed
and approved by the Department Chair and the Vice President for Academic Services.
In courses where a final exam is not appropriate, as determined by the Department
Chair, an educational alternative scheduled during the week of final exams is expected.
Students: These official College guidelines were established to more fully ensure that
you receive the full set of instructional class periods for which you paid and to which you
are entitled; and that you have the appropriate amount of time to prepare adequately for
your final exams. If your final exam is given earlier than scheduled, please contact the
Department Chair or the Vice President for Academic Services (351-2542, Room A117).
Three final exams scheduled on the same day may be considered a conflict. Conflicts
may be resolved by arrangement with the faculty of these courses.
Questions or concerns about these guidelines should be directed to the Vice President
for Academic Services.
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Challenging Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 4
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“Any intelligent fool can make things
bigger and more complex... It takes a
touch of genius - and a lot of courage to
move in the opposite direction.”
			
- Albert Einstein
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THE
TVTV
CROSSWORD
The
Crossword
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

BREWSTER ROCKIT

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help? The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Or use the answers page

it to identify the E.
next Mathews
square you should solve.
by Use
Jacqueline
if you really get stuck.

By Jacqueline E. Mathews

1
6
9
10
12
13
14

xkcd.com

15
16

Champaign County
Humane Society
Featured Pet of the Week

19
23
24
25
28
30
31
32
33
34
36
39

ACROSS
“Touched by an __”
Kate Gosselin’s ex
Actor Peter __
“Car 54, __ Are You?”
“Say Yes to the __”
Called
Mom on “Little People, Big
World”
Fashion designer Christian __
“Just __ Me!”; George Segal
sitcom
“Two __ Half Men”
Em, to Dorothy
Warty amphibian
Plummer or Peet
Mohawk or Afro
Actress __ Turner
Captain of the Nautilus in
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”
Quarrel
“The Sound of __”; movie for
Julie Andrews
“Damien: __ II”; horror film
Diane Sawyer’s employer
“__ House”; John Belushi film
Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

42
44
45
46

“Hearts __”; John Ritter sitcom
Price of “Rules of Engagement”
Fine tablecloth fabric
“__ Guys, a Girl and a Pizza
Place”
47 Red as __
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11
13
15
17
18
20
21
22
25
26
27
28
29
31
33
35
37
38
39
40

Falcora is a beautiful 5-year-old Bearded Dragon. She came to the shelter
because her people lost their home. She likes salads, crickets, and hanging
out watching all the activity at the shelter.

(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

41
42
43

DOWN
Alan of “M*A*S*H”
Role on “Cheers”
Drama series for Ellen Pompeo
Trauma centers, for short
“__ Miserables”
Bill’s wife on “The Little Couple”
Unrefined mineral
“__ and Stacey”
“__ Wants to Be a Millionaire”
Caruso’s role on “CSI: Miami”
“The __ and the Pendulum”; film
based on a short story by Poe
On the __; perfectly punctual
Paul Newman movie
“Cat __ Hot Tin Roof”
Neither’s partner
“Major __”
“Much __ About Nothing”
Pacino and Roker
Atlas diagram
Ortiz of “Ugly Betty”
“__ Just Not That Into You”;
Jennifer Aniston film
“What Kind of Fool __?”
“The Flying __”; Sally Field
sitcom
Diner owner on “Alice”
“Spider-__”
“Desperate Housewives” role
Penny
Pint, quart or gallon: abbr.
“The __ Adventures of Old
Christine”
“__ to Pieces”; song of the ’60s
Apple pie __ mode
White lie

Heroism -- the divine relation which in all times unites a great men to other
men.
-- Carlyle

Place your classified here for only $5 per week. Ads must
be less than three lines or 30 words. Contact our ad department today! 217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parkland.edu
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Cobras women’s basketball start season strong
Spencer Brown
Sports Writer

Photo by Nick Washington/Prospectus News

Lauren Grubb (12) freshmen guard, goes up a for layup in a game against Illinois Valley Community College on Wednesday Nov.
9, 2011 at The Dodds Athletic Center at Parkland College.

Despite losing their leading
scorer from a year ago, the
Cobras women’s basketball
team is still poised to make a
run at nationals. Head coach
Karrie Redeker’s club, which
consists of nine freshman and
four sophomores, is currently
on a six game win streak. Their
start to the season has been
quite impressive and a couple
of early tests have proven to be
quite useful.
The Cobras have started the
season 6-1 and are currently
ranked 15 in the polls. Their
one loss was at the hands of
Olney Central College in the
season opener. This was an eye
opener and could have been
potentially damaging. Instead
of it being detrimental to the
team, Redeker used it as a
teaching point. The head coach
cites the reason for the loss.
“Defense was the problem
for us against Olney. Since we
couldn’t get stops on defense,
we couldn’t get our transition
game going, and that hurt us,”
she said.
Their defense has improved
dramatically since that loss
and plays a big role in the
current six game win streak.
Since giving up 80 points to
Olney Central College in the
opener, the Cobras have only
allowed 54.7 points per game
to opponents. Only Waubonsee Community College scored
over 60 points during this run
during an overtime victory for
the women’s basketball team.
Redeker gives all the credit
to the players for bouncing
back.“Our kids understand
improvement will be a progression, but that we need to
bring effort every day and the
willingness to get better,” she
said. This philosophy seems to
have been absorbed, as each
performance is as impressive
as the one before it.
A huge component of this
early success is the freshmen, who make up a large percentage of this year’s team. It
is impossible to predict how
freshmen will react to the college game, especially when
they must play an important
role immediately. The speed,
physicality, and basketball
IQ needed are at a far higher
level than in high school.
Redeker feels that her freshmen are coming along nicely.
“They are getting used to the
speed and pace of the games,

which is hard to simulate in
practice,” Redeker said. One
freshman that has acclimated
nicely is Lindsay Lenon. She
and Jeni Free are the two
Cobras to average double figures in scoring. They will need
Lenon’s contributions as well
as those of the entire freshman class while they become
accustomed to Redeker’s system and the college game.
Performing well at home
will be the focus if the Cobras
want to continue this streak.
They were dominant in their
first two home games of the
season, winning both games
by double digits. One of those
wins came against in-state
rival and current 9th ranked
Illinois Valley Community College. The twenty point demolishing of the Eagles was easily the best effort of the year
by this team. “Our kids were
excited to play at home and we
talked before the game about
the importance of trying to
develop a reputation of being
a ‘tough at home’ team,” Redeker said. Tough they were and
tough they will have to be as
seven of the next nine games
are on their home floor, including a rematch with Olney Central College.
With so much success early,
it is easy to begin comparisons. Their record so far this
season is the same as it was by
this point for the 2010-11 club,
who finished the season 34-3.
The quick assessment would
be to say they are on pace to
match or shatter that record
as they are building from last
year’s team. Redeker makes it
clear that this is a new year, by
saying “We have so many new
players and junior college rosters change so much from year
to year that I think it would be
unfair to say we are picking up
where we left off from last season.” She goes on to say, “We
are trying to find our own identity and players are trying to
establish roles, so I think that
is what our focus is right now.”
From the look of things, this
team and this program are taking on the identity of winners.
The Cobras’ next three
games will be at Parkland.
They look to build off of early
success and possibly make
a run at nationals. As of now
though, as Redeker will tell
you, the focus is one game at a
time. Come show your support
and help cheer them to victory
against Lake Land College this
Friday at 2 p.m.
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Entertainment

Album Review: Twin Atlantic’s “Free”
Josh Grube
WPCD Correspondent
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Ugly Sweater Snowdown:
A Toys for Tots Benefit

This seems to be a downside of Twin Atlantic
producing a longer release. However, the less
favorable tracks are certainly not filler. For
more information on Twin Atlantic, see their
website at http://www. twinatlantic.com, their
Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
twinatlantic, or request their music on WPCD
Champaign, 88.7 by calling 217-373-3790.

by a sludgy bass line and quick drum beat. After
a few seconds, the guitar reintroduces itself and
follows the beat into the first verse. The track
features one of McTrusty’s most addictive melodies, with an anthemic chorus that begs for the
listener to sing along.
While “Free” is certainly full of catchy hooks,
it lacks the overall gripping ability their previous power-packed effort “Vivarium” contained.

al c

ous Underground Dance Vibes,” which heavily channels post-rock influences. The song
switches from melodious guitar droning to
slowly decaying guitar riffs, eventually speeding up for a spastic, cathartic crescendo.
A good balance between the crazy and calm
styles is the track “Eight Days,” which follows
the previously mentioned song. “Eight Days”
opens with a few decaying guitar riffs, followed
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After the criminally short
2009 debut mini-album “Vivarium,” by Twin Atlantic, fans
have been eagerly anticipating another release. Near the
end of last April, the Scottish alternative rock group
released “Free,” satisfying this
craving with thirteen enthusiastic, brightly polished tracks.
To ensure that they captured
the right sound on this effort,
they enlisted the help of producer Gil Norton, who is known
for his work with famous alternative rock groups such as
the Foo Fighters, Pixies, and
Jimmy Eat World.
Just as the title would suggest, “Free” is a fast, vibrant
display of guitar-heavy rock
music. Throughout the album,
lead vocalist Sam McTrusty
prefers to shift between traditionally singing and violently belting out the melodies.
McTrusty applies his raw, yelling vocal style at precise locations in the songs, which greatly
complements the traveling guitar riffs and the vicious beating Craig Kneale’s drum set
receives. This can be seen at its
purest form in the songs “Edit
Me,” “Apocalyptic Renegade,”
and “Make A Beast Of Myself.”
The album also has its calmer segments. In
between the highly energetic title track and
the aforementioned “Make A Beat Of Myself,”
the album takes an intermission from the fastpaced alternative rock with the song “Crash
Land.” For this song, the band put away their
electric guitars and dusted off the acoustic guitar and cello. Twin Atlantic also slowed down
their usual sound for the instrumental “Seri-

The Descendants

Parkland Marketing
and Public Relations
Residents are invited to
put their ugliest sweaters
to good use on December 2
and bring smiles to area children this holiday season.
The Parkland College Fine
and Applied Arts department is sponsoring its firstever “Ugly Sweater Snowdown,” a Toys for Tots benefit,
on Friday, Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. at

the Parkland Theatre. Admission is a newly purchased
toy or $3, all of which will
be donated to Toys for Tots.
The “Snowdown” features
live music by local indie/pop/
rock bands Year of the Bobcat, That’s No Moon, Elephant in the Room, An Evening With Your Mother, and I
Could Be Your Jack Dawson;
seasonal food and beverages;
and a door prize of two tickets to attend the “Coffee and

Tea, Cups and Dessert” benefit being held at the Parkland
Art Gallery on Thursday, Dec.
8. An “ugly sweater contest,”
in which guests get to vote on
the ugliest sweater displayed,
highlights the evening’s activities; the winner of the contest will also receive a prize.
For more information on the
Toys for Tots benefit, contact
the Parkland Fine and Applied
Arts department at 217/3512392.

Happy Feet Two

Parkland Marketing
and Public Relations

Immortals
In Time
Jack & Jill
J. Edgar
Tower Heist
Twilight: Breaking Dawn
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Week ending Nov. 29, 2011

#1 Album

Top tracks

( ) Last week’s ranking in top five

United States
Sexy and I Know It • LMFAO

(3) 1

We Found Love • Rihanna

(1) 3

It Will Rain • Bruno Mars
Mylo Xyloto
Coldplay

Parkland Pops
to perform
“Summer in
Winter” concert

(2) 2

Good Feeling • Flo Rida

(4) 4

The One That Got Away • Katy Perry

5

Enjoy “Summertime” (from
“Porgy and Bess”), “Summertime Blues,” “Let’s Twist
Again,” “Summer Nights”
(from “Grease”) and other fun
tunes when the Parkland Pops
community choir performs
its “Summer in Winter” concert on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 1
p.m. in the Parkland Theatre.
Director Brian Hagy leads
a 20-member group, with help
from select faculty at Parkland. Other seasonal tunes will
include “Let It Snow!,” “Snowfall,” “A Marshmallow World,”
and “My Favorite Things.”
The Parkland Pops choir is
open to community members,
including those with special
needs.

United Kingdom
Wishing On a Star • X Factor Finalists 2011
Now That’s
What I Call
Music! 80

1

Dance With Me Tonight • Olly Murs

(1) 2

We Found Love • Rihanna

(2) 4

Good Feeling • Flo Rida

(3) 3

Levels • Avicii

5

Spain
Ai Se Eu Te Pego • Michel Telo

(1) 1

Someone Like You • Adele

(5) 3

Rolling in the Deep • Adele
Julio
Iglesias, 1
Julio Iglesias

(3) 2

We Found Love • Rihanna

Titanium • David Guetta & Sia
Source: iTunes

(2) 4
5
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Holiday
music concert
by Parkland
Wind
Ensemble
Parkland Marketing
and Public Relations
The Parkland Wind Ensemble will present a program
of holiday music on Sunday,
Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at New Horizon United Methodist Church,
3002 W. Bloomington Rd.,
Champaign. The ensemble,
conducted by Verlin Richardson, will be joined by the “New
Horizon Music Team” with
Jackson Price. This concert
is free and open to the public.
Pieces by the Wind Ensemble include “Celtic Carol,”
arranged by Robert W. Smith;
“And the Mountains Echoed:
Gloria!” by Robert Longfield;
“Fantasia on a 13th-Century
Carol” by James L. Hosay;
“The Eighth Candle” by Steve
Reisteter; and Leroy Anderson’s timeless “Sleigh Ride.”
The concert will end with a
good old-fashioned singalong.

